
ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

HONOR WALK NOMINEE FORM

Please complete this form and return it to the OCSD Public Affairs Office.

Name of nominee

Relationship to OCSD

On a separate sheet, please describe: 

The length and nature of the nominee’s relationship to OCSD;
How he or she has enhanced the quality of operations and/or leadership; and
How the nominee has made an exceptional contribution to the District or people served
by the District.

Please use the attached leadership competencies and resolution adopted by the Board of 
Directors establishing the program, as reference.

Nominees should be past Board Members or retired employees. 

Name of requestor

Phone/email address

Department head approval* Date

General manager approval* Date

Steering Committee 
approval

Yes No Date

*Required for employee nominations only.



Mike McCarthy – Retired March 2013 resubmitted by D. Kardos 2/24/

The true Surf-and-Turf environmental steward of OCSD! Mike McCarthy started his  
career at OCSD in 1979 as an industrial waste inspector in the Resource Protection Division 
(formerly Source Control). For 18 years, he hit the streets helping enforce regulations 
protecting our sewers from the illegal dumping of hazardous waste. The mix of 
enforcement and education from this dedicated group affected change in a big way.  
At that time the success was an over 80% reduction in heavy metals. 

The Source Control family was very tight and Mike started a group appreciation event  
for his coworkers, but it became something so much bigger – Annual Taco Day! He cooked 
all the meat and brought fixings for a full taco bar buffet spread. This generous token  
of affection continued for over 15 years, growing each year to the delight of coworkers  
throughout OCSD. 

In 1997 Mike transferred to the Ocean Monitoring Division and  
became more than seaworthy! He had many duties on land and sea in 
this group, including hands on lab work identifying marine polychaetes 
(worms) and mollusks (clams and snails) that live in the sediment near 
our outfall. He also had the sea legs working hard as a crew member  
on chartered ocean monitoring ships and OCSD’s own vessel, Nerissa, 
conducting benthic and trawl sampling. 

Mike is a very active and fit triathlete, who competed for fun along 
coworkers in events such as the Annual Camp Pendleton Mud Runs,  
and a Leukemia & Lymphoma Society fundraising triathlon in honor  
of his brother. He also donated his time helping support several public 
outreach events to educate the public on environmental conservation 
and OCSD’s commitment to public health. 

Camaraderie came full circle as coworkers rallied and came to Mike’s aid 
for his family when his son had a heart transplant. Six recovery years 
later in March 2009, Kyle decided to follow in his dad’s footsteps and 
began working in OCSD’s Warehouse. Although Kyle’s time here before 
his untimely passing was short, OCSD’s family was happy to support him, 
and Mike was especially proud.  

Mike McCarthy was a friend and hardworking 
coworker to all who knew him. It was a sad goodbye to that bushy mustache when he 
retired in March 2013. Mike gave 34 years of dedicated and loyal service to the 
residents of Orange County and sea critters along the coast.  

Please refer to list of milestone accomplishments and comments provided by others. 



2/28/2025 – Additions to Mike McCarthy Honor Wall Nominee
by Dionne Kardos 

 Mike is a resident of Huntington Beach. An avid surfer and love and dedication for protecting 
public health and the ocean environment is the reason he chose to work for the Orange County 
Sanitation District. 

 Mike became friends to many at OC San, his yearly tradition of providing a fun gathering for 
coworkers “Taco Feast” to all the groups and divisions he worked with during his career at OC 
San 

 Mike McCarthy started his career at OCSD in 1979 as an industrial waste inspector in the 
Resource Protection Division (formerly Source Control). Quickly learning and becoming a Lead 
Source Control Inspector of the pretreatment program, protecting what gets discharge into OC 
San’s sewage. This program, overseen by the Resource Protection Division has helped decrease 
the amount of toxic pollutants entering the sewer. Businesses that release wastewater into our 
sewers must meet strict regulations that keep toxic pollutants out of the sewer. Our Resource 
Protection inspectors monitor the results of testing to see if there are any violations of the 
ordinances by businesses.  

 In 1997 Mike transferred to the Ocean Monitoring Division as a Principal Environmental 
Specialist. The Ocean Monitoring Program documents that the release of OC San’s treated 
wastewater  
does not pose a risk to human health. OC San’s OMP program compliance is critical to maintain 

 
 has become even more critical over the years since our 

a more concentrated brine, GWRS waste streams and treated 
wastewater that cannot be used for GWRS. 

 Mike McCarthy was instrumental in all areas of ocean monitoring sampling, was the most 
 – 

water quality
regional testing with other agencies along 

the Southern California Bight. He was a main contributor to OC San’s yearly Ocean Monitoring 
Annual Reports.  

o  and Analysts in the Lab 
o Mike was "cruise leader" for sampling events 
o Mike was always positive and willing to learn a new task.  When OC San in-sourced our 

benthic taxonomy program, he became a polychaete and mollusk expert. 
 Mike’s special skills were missed after he retired in 2013. Being the loyal environmental 

steward, at the bequest of OC San, he then came back to become a critical 
Consultant/Contract Employee from 2014 through 2018 to provide the Ocean Monitoring 
Program with specialized skills in marine invertebrate taxonomy, and to assist in other aspects 

Water Act permit-mandated environmental monitoring requirements.     



Below are reasons why:

**Below are Pipeline articles and pictures supporting Mike’s career and 
leadership qualities he had. NOTE: The 2 published newspaper articles 
featuring Mike McCarthy were shared in agenda packages at OC Board 
Meetings. ** 



 Many of the original Ocean Monitoring Program crew have since retired from OC San 
Armstrong, George Roberston, Hai, Mike Mengel, etc. and I wasn’t able to get new feedback 
on Mike’s contributions.  

___________________________ 

Thomas, Christina:  

& initiative.   

sent on Thursday, February 27, 2025 7:07 AM 

 ____________________________ 

From: Myers, Dawn <dmyers@ocsan.gov>  
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2025 9:59 AM
To: Kardos, Dionne <dkardos@ocsan.gov> 
Subject: RE: Honor Walk Nomination for Mike McCarthy! 

Mike is in the group that actually deserves this honor, and much more!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

I will support!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Thank you so much Dionne! 
_______________________________ 

 
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 10:19 AM 
To: Kardos, Dionne <dkardos@OCSD.COM> 
Subject: RE: 2019 Honor Walk Nominee MIKE MCCARTHY 

Will do.  I will be glad to speak about Mike.  I really appreciate you taking the lead on getting 
this in.  I meant to, but got side-tracked.  I think he’s really deserving of this honor. 

Thanks, Dionne! 

 

 

 

Orange County Sanitation District 

Laboratory, Monitoring and Compliance Division | Environmental Supervisor 

  |  www.ocsd.com

        

___________________________________ 

  



Mike in Source Control Division.

Mike was an active medical team member.
He also volunteered at many OC San events 
like Kid’s day.



Mike featured in LA Times article in April 1987 during his Lead Source Control Inspector days.



Mike using a CTD-rosette sampler is 
used to collect water samples and 
oceanographic data (e.g. temperature). 
These data are used to evaluate water 
quality and track the movement of our 

organic matter, depicted in red in the 
plot above)

Mike overseeing and conducting trawl
sampling. A trawl net is used to collect 

population assessments, counting, and 

At the M/V Nerissa christening and dedication ceremony.



A news alert about an OC Register Personal Interest Story in Local Section – published in April 
2005 written by Corky Carroll a Register columnist and award-winning surfer and friend of 
Mike McCarthy. The published article was shared in agenda package at OC Board Meeting. 

______________________________ 

From: Wassgren, Sonja  
Sent: Wednesday, April 27, 2005 8:53 PM 
To: Anderson, Blake; Arhontes, Nick; Beekman, Carol; Garrett, Gail; Ghirelli, Robert; Herberg, Jim; 

Tom; Yoost, Paula (external) 
Cc: Garcia, Alfredo; Kovac, Lilia; Kyle, Penny; Maravilla, Laura; Matthews, Geraldine; Skillman, 
Juanita; Smith, Suzanne; Beekman, Carol; Cabral, Jennifer; Covarrubias, Daisy; Hellebrand, Ingrid; 
Kardos, Dionne; Maldonado, Celeste; Maravilla, Laura; McLaughlin, Richard; Scott, Cheryl; 

Deirdre; Kalman, Julianne; Lucena, Laura; McCarthy, Mike; Mengel, Mike; Moore, Michael; 
Morgenstern, Anissa; Nguyen, Hai; O'Brien, Fred; Questa, Jamiann; Robertson, George; Rocha, 
Laura; Sakamoto, Ken; Thomas, Christina 
Subject: New Alert Follow Up - Corky Carroll 

 

 

CORKY CARROLL 
Register columnist 
SURF'S UP 
corkysurf@aol.com

In the past couple of decades much attention has been focused on the water quality here in 
Southern California and especially here in Orange County. And even more especially here in the 
Huntington and Newport Beach areas. 

I can tell you for a fact that when I was a kid the water was much more clear than it has been for 

That was totally cool, unless it happened to be a really big scary-  

But you don't have to worry about that anymore. Heck, you can't even see your feet half the time, 
even when you're sitting on your board. 

With all that in mind let me set the scene for you. I am sitting here with a local surfer named Mike 
 

But not only that, Mike has worked for the Orange County Sanitation District for almost as long. He 
is one of the dudes who actually does the checking of the pollution in our local waters. 

spoken face to face with a real live checker. My question to him is how long have they been really 
checking the water and how do they do it? 



Also what is done to the water that gets dumped into the ocean and what, if anything, is being done 
to make it better?

Here are his comments.

right-hand turn where itgoes about another half a mile in 200 feet of water. During that last part of 
like a bunch of holes, that the treated 

wastewater is released into the ocean from. 

"This is better than just having it all burst out at one point. Even though they were probably doing 
some testing before that, it was then that they got real serious about it. The Environmental 
Protection Agency requires us to monitor water sediments, which is basically mud or sand or 

 

the water sampling is for bacteria levels, and that is probably what most people are interested in 
who go to the beach. 

"We have a machine called a Rosette Sampler that has a series of bottles that surround it in a 

 
miles out in half-mile increments. 

"We also do "surf zone" testing right near the beach all the way from Crystal Cove to Seal Beach and 
 

This testing reveals bacteria levels. There are certain levels that cannot be exceeded. If they are 
then the Health Department has to close the beaches were the levels are too high. We give all the 
information to them, and it is up to them to make the call as to closing what stretch of beach and 
for how long ,etc. 

"The worst time for pollution was probably 1999. The exact cause of the levels being so high at that 
time has never been discovered, but since then it has been progressively getting better. 

f the pollution and not the wastewater 
 

looking for sources of pollution and in the course of doing so have been making progress toward 
cleaning up the local waters and keeping them safe for you and me to surf in and everyone else to 
swim or whatever they want to do in." 

I asked Mike if he enjoyed this choice of jobs. 

He smiled really big and said "Oh yeah, I love my job and all the people that I work with love their 



it is both rewarding and interesting at the same time. Besides that I get to ride around in the boat 
checking the surf all the time." 

Corky Carroll is a three- -

 
donations or rude remarks to him by e-mail at  

Subject: OCSD News Alert 

This News Alert is to provide you with advance notice of an article that will run in the Orange County 
Register. 

Issue: Personal Interest Story- OCSD Employee Mike McCarthy, 

Pr. Environmental Specialist, Ocean Monitoring Program 

Columnist: Corky Carroll, Orange County Register 

  

Run dates: The columnist has said the article will run Thursday  April 28th or Saturday April 30th in 
the local section. 

  

Background: 

Champion, and named the Number One Surfer in the World by SURFER magazine. He writes weekly 
columns for the Huntington Beach Wave and the Orange County Register., and an "Ask The Expert" 

 

Mike McCarthy works in our ocean monitoring division. He is regularly out on the boat during the 

 

Corky will write about Mike as a dedicated surfer who works as a marine biologist for OCSD and 
some one who truly cares about his environment. 

  

Please feel free to contact me with any questions, 

Sonja Wassgren 

Principal Public Information Specialist 

 



Mike was a friend to many at OC San hanging out after work.

Mike would continue to visit OC San after retiring to support other retiree parties and OC San 
outreach events.

Mike with fellow OC San coworker friends at a surf vacation 








