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OUTREACH
Brochure

When can I expect to see these new fees 
and how much will I have to pay? 

The cost of the regional sewerage system is 
apportioned to each property owner based 
on the amount and strength of the average 
wastewater discharged from that type of parcel 
use. Parcels are categorized by use on the 
Orange County Assessor’s database. Although 
the OC San sewer service fee is not a tax, 
it is collected as a separate line item on the 
property tax bill. Using the property tax bill is 
the most cost-effective method of fee collection.

Property owners will see the sewer user fee on 
the fiscal year 2022 – 23 property tax bill. Below 
is a table illustrating past, current and future 
annual fees.

OC San Annual Single Family Residential User Rate
2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23

$331 $335 $339 $339  $347 $351

Residential properties are charged a flat rate.

Non-residential properties are charged a rate 
per thousand square feet of improvements. The 
rate varies based upon the use of the property.   

I already pay a sewer fee on another 
bill. Is this a duplicate sewer charge?

A separate sewer fee may be collected for 
the operation and maintenance of your local 
sewer system, which may be owned by your 
city or water district. That system collects the 
sewage from your property, conveys it through 
the sewers in your local streets, and ultimately 
transfers it to the large regional trunk sewers 
and treatment plants that make up the OC San 
regional system. OC San does not receive any 
monies collected by these other local sewer 
agencies.

How do I learn more about OC San and 
the annexation? 

We will be hosting a live virtual meeting on 
______ __, 2021 from x - x p.m. There will be a 
short presentation with a question and answer 
session. Register by visiting www.ocsan.gov/
annexation by _______ __, 2021. 

If you are unable to attend the meeting, a 
recording will be made available the following 
day at www.ocsan.gov/annexation.

If you have any questions please 
contact _________ at (714) 593-xxxx 
or email _________@ocsan.gov.

What does annexation to OC San mean? 

Properties within the OC San service area 
are provided with wastewater collection, 
treatment, and recycling services. In this case, 
services have been provided to properties not 
recognized as being within the service area. 
The annexation process will accurately reflect 
the properties as being within the service area.     

Will the annexation cause a change in 
services or require property owners to 
take any action? 

No. Property owners will continue to receive 
the same sewer services they have been 
receiving without any action on their part. 

As the property owner, how does this 
affect me?

Your property has been receiving sewer 
services and will continue to receive sewer 
services from OC San. The only change is 
once your property has been annexed to OC 
San’s service area, an annual sewer service 
fee will be collected on the property tax bill 
moving forward. OC San will not be collecting 
fees from past years. 

What if I am not connected to the 
sewer system?

The annexation includes a small number of 
properties that are not connected to a sewer 
system and use septic tanks. Parcels on a 
septic system are exempt from OC San sewer 
fees, and will only be collected when these 
properties are ready to connect to the public 
sewer system. 

The Orange County 
Sanitation District  
(OC San) is a special district 
governed by a 25-member Board of 
Directors comprised of 20 cities, four 
special districts, and one representative 
from the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors. OC San provides wastewater 
collection, treatment, and recycling for 
approximately 2.6 million people living 
within a 480 square mile area of central 
and northwest Orange County.

Each day OC San treats more than 180 
million gallons of wastewater each day 
from residential, commercial, and industrial 
sources at two plants:  Reclamation Plant 
No. 1 in Fountain Valley and Treatment 
Plant No. 2 in Huntington Beach. That’s 
enough wastewater to fill Angel Stadium  
2 ½ times!

Sewer pipelines
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Plant No. 2 (P2)
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OUTREACH
Fact Sheets

OUR MISSION
“To protect public health and the environment by providing  
effective wastewater collection, treatment, and recycling.”

Facts and Key Statistics
ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

The Orange County Sanitation District (OC San) is a public agency that provides wastewater collection, 
treatment, and recycling services for approximately 2.6 million people in central and northwest  

Orange County. OC San is a special district that is governed by a Board of Directors consisting of  
25 board members appointed from 20 cities, four special districts, and one representative from  
the Orange County Board of Supervisors. OC San has two plants that treat wastewater from  

residential, commercial and industrial sources.

    

Ocean Outfall

OC San
Regional Trunkline

Local Sewer Pipes

Private Lateral
Private Lateral

OC San
Treatment

Plants

Residential

Commercial

OC San Wastewater (Sewer) System

2020-21 Average Daily Flow of 
Wastewater Received in mgd  
(million gallons per day)

Plant No. 1 118 mgd
Plant No. 2 64 mgd

Total  182 mgd

Ocean Monitoring
OC San releases a portion of its treated wastewater 
into the ocean through a 10-foot diameter offshore 
pipeline that extends five miles from shore and about 
200 feet below the ocean surface. The last mile of 
the pipe is a diffuser that has 503 portholes through 
which treated wastewater is slowly released. An 
abundance of marine life has taken up residence along 
the pipeline. We regularly monitor the marine life, 
sediment quality, and water quality within 38 square 
miles of ocean (an area the size of Santa Ana) off 
Huntington Beach. 

Budget & Rate Information 2021-2022
• 639 full-time authorized staff
• $408 million – Current operating and capital 
 improvement budget
• $343 – Annual regional single family sewer fee
• $5,346 – Average connection fee for a single family 
 (3-bedroom) residence
• $2,681 – Estimated cost to collect, treat and dispose  
 of one million gallons of sewage

Biosolids Recycling
OC San generates about 550 tons per day or about 
200,000 tons per year of biosolids. Biosolids are the 
highly treated, safe, nutrient rich, organic material 
derived from the wastewater treatment process.

Energy Production
OC San generates an average of 7.8 million kilowatt 
hours of energy per month from burning natural 
gas and methane gas (biogas) which is byproduct of 
the wastewater treatment process. The net power 
savings from OC San generated electricity is about 
$5.6 million in power that would otherwise be 
purchased from Southern California Edison.

Water Reclamation
OC San supplies the Orange County Water District 
with 130 million gallons a day of treated wastewater 
which is then reclaimed and reused for treatment 
processes, landscaping, injected into the seawater 
intrusion barrier to protect groundwater, and for the 
Groundwater Replenishment System (GWRS).  
The GWRS produces enough new water for  
nearly 850,000 residents in north and central  
Orange County.

Infrastructure Facts
• 15 pump stations
• 388 miles of sewers
• 479 square miles of service area

Biosolids
Answers to questions about...

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

What are Biosolids?  
Biosolids are nutrient-rich, treated organic matter 
recovered through the treatment of wastewater.

What is the Biosolids Program?  
OC San’s biosolids program consists of processes 
to ensure solids are treated onsite and used offsite 
(recycled) in accordance with all regulations and best 
management practices.

How are they treated?  
Solids in wastewater (sewage sludge) are settled through 
the treatment process and treated (digested) to minimize 
pathogens (germs that cause disease) and odors. These 
digested solids are called biosolids.

The digestion process also yields methane gas that is 
converted to electricity to fuel most of our treatment 
operations. The waste heat from the bio-generators is 
recycled to heat the digesters.

What is Biosolids Program 
sustainability?  
OC San needs to safeguard that our biosolids have a 
home for a long time to come. We use strategies such as 
diversity of management options and ensuring contractors 
follow best management practices to achieve program 
reliability.

What is land application? 
Land application uses biosolids as a soil amendment to 
fertilize farm fields to typically grow feed, seed, and fiber 
crops. The biosolids are applied using a manure spreader 
then tilled into soil using a tractor and disc. Because 

biosolids are nutrient rich, contain beneficial microbes, 
and bring needed organic matter to marginal desert soils, 
they are a low-cost, environmentally-friendly alternative 
to common petroleum-based fertilizers.

How do our biosolids enhance the 
environment? 
• Some of our biosolids are recycled and used as soil 
 amendment on farm fields to create and maintain  
 healthy soils and improve crop yields.

• Some of OC San’s biosolids are further processed  
 through composting to create a consumer-grade  
 soil amendment that is distributed to agricultural,  
 commercial and residential users.

Where are OC San’s biosolids 
recycled? 
The locations are listed on the map at the bottom of 
page 2 (www.ocsan.gov/map).

Statewide Policies Support Biosolids 
Recycling 
In 2016, a California law (SB 1383) established methane 
emissions reduction targets in a statewide effort to reduce 
emissions of short-lived climate pollutants. The bill aimed 
to address the many impacts of climate change on human 
health, especially in California’s most at-risk communities, 
and on the environment. The new law established targets 
to achieve a 50 percent reduction in the level of the 
statewide disposal of organic waste from the 2014 level 
by 2020 and a 75 percent reduction by 2025. As a result, 
local jurisdictions will be encouraged to use and purchase 
biosolids-based amendments and products.

The Orange County Sanitation District (OC San) is a public agency that provides wastewater collection,  
treatment, and recycling services for approximately 2.6 million people in central and northwest Orange County.  

OC San has two plants that treat wastewater from residential, commercial and industrial sources. 

Central Power Generation System
Background 
The Orange County Sanitation District (OC San) is a  
public agency that provides wastewater collection, 
treatment and recycling services for approximately  
2.6 million people in central and northwest Orange 
County. We operate two facilities — Reclamation  
Plant No. 1 in Fountain Valley and Treatment Plant No. 2 
in Huntington Beach — and treat more than 180 million 
gallons of wastewater each day. 

The energy costs to run our treatment plants are a 
significant part of our annual operations and maintenance 
budget. As such, we continuously strive to improve the 
efficiency and cost-effectiveness of our operations, while 
ensuring compliance with strict environmental regulations 
as well as conservation of natural resources.

Consistent with these efforts, we have for more than  
30 years used digester gas, also called biogas, a by-
product of the digestion process, as a fuel at our plants to 
save energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The 
Central Power Generation System helps us achieve our 
productivity, energy conservation, and resiliency goals 
by using the biogas we create. It allows us the option to 
operate independent from the electric company while 
increasing operational reliability. And, because we have 
been able to substantially reduce electricity costs, we 
saved $5.6 million in 2020-2021 and, in turn, are keeping 
our rates low for our ratepayers.

How Does the Central Power  
Generation System Work? 
Eight clean burning, internal combustion engines drive 
generators that produce electricity to run our two 
treatment plants. The three engines at Plant No. 1 
and the five engines at Plant No. 2 were designed to 
minimize the emissions from engine exhaust and are 

fueled by natural gas and digester gas. Digester gas is 
produced during the treatment process by the anaerobic 
(not requiring oxygen) bacteria in the digesters. The 
bacteria convert about 50 percent of the solids to digester 
gas. This biogas is approximately 65 percent methane and 
35 percent carbon dioxide and is an excellent fuel.

What Are the Benefits of the Central  
Power Generation System? 
We are able to improve plant reliability, and save 
ratepayers money by producing our own electricity. In the 
1990’s, Central Power Generation replaced  
23 smaller internal combustion engines with eight larger 
engines. These new engines greatly reduced emissions of 
oxides of nitrogen and carbon monoxide because digester 
gas has a low heat value, approximately two-thirds that 
of natural gas, burns slower, and thus produces less air 
emissions. Additional catalytic emission controls have 
been installed to meet the latest South Coast Air Quality 
Management District standards (SCAQMD). 

How Does This Process Improve 
Reliability? 
The Central Power Generation System, along with the 
Southern California Edison grid, are two sources of 
power. Our major plant processes require continuous, 
reliable, uninterrupted operations. One engine at Plant 
No. 1 and two at Plant No. 2 are on standby, providing 
even greater reliability. The water pumping systems and 
critical unit processes have a third source of electricity, 
from emergency diesel generators. 

How Much Did the Central Power 
Generation System Project Cost and 
How Will It Be Paid For? 
The original project cost was approximately $75 million 
to plan, design and construct, and was financed through 

Answers to questions about...
ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

Fats, Oils, and Grease
Answers to questions about...

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

OC San-PA-07/21

What is FOG?
FOG stands for fats, oils, and grease. FOG is a mixture 
of fats, oils, and grease from various cooking ingredients, 
such as:
•Butter and margarine
•Lard
•Meat fat
•Dairy products
•Food scraps 
•Baked goods

How does FOG enter the sewers?
FOG enters the sewers often unintentionally. For 
example, FOG enters our sewers when a pan that is used 
to cook bacon is washed.

Why is Fog a problem? 
When poured down the drain, FOG can build up over 
time in pipes, pumps, and equipment, which can cause 
significant problems to Orange County Sanitation 
District’s (OC San) sewer collection system and 
wastewater treatment plant. Some of the problems  
FOG can cause are sewer line blockages, which can lead 
to sewer overflows (spills) that cause environmental and 
public health hazards. Sewer overflows contain disease-
causing bacteria and viruses that can make their way to 
rivers, lakes, and beaches.

How to minimize FOG discharge? 
Can it. Cool it. Throw it away. The best way to 
manage FOG is to keep it out of the sewer system! Below 
are some easy steps to keep FOG out:

Recycle FOG. There are facilities available that collect 
household FOG. Do some research to see if there is a 
facility near you.

Can the FOG. Collect fats, oils, and grease in a 
disposable container, like a metal can, and mix it with 
absorbent trash such as coffee grounds, paper towels, or 
kitty litter.

Install drain screens in kitchen sinks. Drain screens 
collect food waste that can be tossed into the trash. 

Properly dispose of food waste. All food waste should 
be disposed of directly into the appropriate trash can, 
and not into sinks or down a drain. This reduces the FOG 
discharged to the sewer. 

OC San is responsible for safely collecting, treating, 
and disposing more than 180 million gallons per day of 
wastewater, generated by more than 2.6 million people in 
central and northwest Orange County. OC San owns and 
operates approximately 388 miles of regional sewer lines 
and two wastewater treatment plants in Fountain Valley 
and Huntington Beach.

10844 Ellis Avenue, Fountain Valley, CA 92708-7018
Phone: 714.962.2411

Email: forinformation@ocsan.gov
Website: www.ocsan.gov

Social Media: @OCSanDistrict

The Orange County Sanitation District (OC San) is a public agency that provides wastewater collection,  
treatment, and recycling services for approximately 2.6 million people in central and northwest Orange County.  

OC San has two plants that treat wastewater from residential, commercial and industrial sources. 

Ocean Monitoring Program

OC San’s Ocean Monitoring and 
Research Vessel Nerissa

Who is the Orange County Sanitation 
District?
The Orange County Sanitation District (OC San) treats 
more than 180 million gallons of wastewater per day 
from 2.6 million people and approximately thousands of 
businesses and industries in central and northwest Orange 
County. OC San operates two treatment plants, one in 
Fountain Valley and one in Huntington Beach. Wastewater 
is transported to the two treatment facilities by 388 total 
miles of OC San-owned sewers throughout the service 
area. Wastewater is treated to remove solids, debris, and 
bacteria. Treated wastewater is either recycled at the 
Groundwater Replenishment System or released through 
the ocean outfall. This 10-foot diameter outfall pipeline 
rests on the ocean floor offshore of Huntington Beach at 
a depth of 200 feet.

How is the ocean protected?
To meet our mission of “protecting public health and 
the environment,” OC San maintains an ongoing ocean 
monitoring program, which is overseen by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency and the 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board.

We regularly monitor the marine life, sediment quality, 
and water quality within 38 square miles of ocean (an area 
the size of Santa Ana) off Huntington Beach. In addition, 
we examine water samples collected along 21 miles of 
Orange County beaches, from Seal Beach to Crystal 
Cove, to assess potential health risks to beachgoers. Our 
Ocean Monitoring Program ensures the marine life and 
public are safe from any possible effects from the release 
of our treated wastewater.

What does the program show?
• Fish and other critters are healthy where we release 

our treated wastewater. They are no different from 
those living in similar parts of the ocean.

• The concentration of contaminants in muscle tissue of 
bottom-dwelling fish do not exceed state and federal 
human consumption standards. Therefore, it is safe to 
eat fish caught offshore.

• The sediment that surrounds the outfall pipeline 
does have pollutants related to wastewater releases. 
However, the level of pollutants has decreased 
dramatically since 1985 because of OC San’s Source 
Control Program.

• Occasionally, bacteria levels in beach water samples 
exceed State standards. When that occurs, the Orange 
County Health Care Agency posts advisories or closes 
the beach. Usually, scientists can trace the bacteria to 
recent rains or urban runoff.

OC San is proud of the efforts taken every day to protect 
public health and the environment. We work hard to 
prevent chemicals from entering our sewage. We take 
great care in using the best wastewater treatment 
technologies available. OC San’s Ocean Monitoring 
Program continues to be a model for other programs 
throughout the United States. To learn more about  
OC San’s Ocean Monitoring Program visit  
www.ocsan.gov/ocean.

Answers to questions about...
ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

The Orange County Sanitation District (OC San) is a public agency that provides wastewater collection,  
treatment, and recycling services for approximately 2.6 million people in central and northwest Orange County.  

OC San has two plants that treat wastewater from residential, commercial and industrial sources. 

What are pharmaceuticals?
Pharmaceuticals are medications obtained as ordered by 
a doctor (“prescribed”) or purchased over-the-counter 
without a doctor’s prescription.

What effects can flushing 
pharmaceuticals cause?
1. Studies show that hormones found in pharmaceuticals 

may cause abnormalities in the reproductive cycles 
of fish which is why we have an Ocean Monitoring 
Program that monitors the marine life to ensure they 
are healthy. 

2. Disposing of pharmaceuticals to the sewer can lead 
to the development of antibiotic-resistant bacteria. 
Thus, the standard medications used to treat infections 
become ineffective against the bacteria.  

In the past, people have been instructed to flush 
medication down the toilet to prevent harm to 
children and animals. However, we now know that 
flushing pharmaceuticals can have adverse effects 
on the environment. Flushing is no longer the 
recommended disposal method. “Environmental 
Protection Agency strongly recommends against sewering 
any pharmaceuticals” (Federal Register, Vol. 84, No. 36, 
February 22, 2019).

How to dispose of unwanted 
medication
1. Take them to a collection event, such as the National 

Prescription Drug Take Back Day. For information, see 
https://takebackday.dea.gov.

2. Take the medication back to the pharmacy you 
obtained it from if it has a take-back program.

3. Dispose of unused or unwanted medications in the 
trash safely but ONLY if the other two options (drug 
take back collection events or pharmacy take-back 
programs) are NOT readily available. 

How to safely dispose of medications in the trash:  
Destroy the capsules by wetting, crushing, and breaking. 
Place the remains in the original childproof container, seal 
with tape, and toss in the trash. 

Are there any locations that take 
pharmaceuticals?
Currently, certain pharmacies have take-back bins  
where people can dispose of unwanted medications 
(some restrictions apply). Orange County Waste & 
Recycling’s website contains a list of such facilities  
(www.oclandfills.com/hazardous/disposal).
Note: With the passage of SB 212 in 2018, CalRecycle 
is working on regulations to require the development 
of stewardship management plans that will ultimately 
provide people more options for disposing their 
unwanted medications. Therefore, the Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection Centers do not accept 
unwanted medications anymore. To find out about other 
waste these centers accept, visit Orange County Waste 
and Recycling’s website at www.oclandfills.com, or call 
714.834.4000.

How can I remember what is allowed 
down the drain?
Follow the 3 Ps rule, only pee, poop, and (toilet) paper 
should be put into the sewer system, everything else 
belongs in the trash. Please visit www.what2flush.com 
for more information.

Pharmaceuticals

OC San-PA-07/2021

Answers to questions about...
ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

10844 Ellis Avenue, Fountain Valley, CA 92708-7018
Phone: 714.962.2411

Email: forinformation@ocsan.gov
Website: www.ocsan.gov

Social Media: @OCSanDistrict

The Orange County Sanitation District (OC San) is a public agency that provides wastewater collection,  
treatment, and recycling services for approximately 2.6 million people in central and northwest Orange County.  

OC San has two plants that treat wastewater from residential, commercial and industrial sources. 

Urban Runoff Diversions
Answers to questions about...

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

The Orange County Sanitation District (OC San) is a public agency that provides wastewater collection,  
treatment, and recycling services for approximately 2.6 million people in central and northwest Orange County.  

OC San has two plants that treat wastewater from residential, commercial and industrial sources. 

OC San accepts the diversion of urban runoff to the sewer for treatment to remediate various public health  
and environmental problems. Such diversions are allowed when it is not economical or practical to address  

the public health or environmental problems through traditional best management practices.

What is Urban Runoff?  
Urban runoff is water that is generated by daily activities 
such as lawn irrigation, hosing down sidewalks, and car 
washing. As the water flows across the urban landscapes, 
it becomes contaminated with nutrients, pesticides, 
heavy metals, toxic chemicals, bacteria, and viruses. 
Once the contaminated water reaches our creeks, 
rivers, and shoreline, the pollutants carry the potential 
to harm wildlife and native vegetation, spoil recreational 
opportunities, and even cause human illness through 
contact with recreational waters.

Why did OC San take action?  
Investigation into the 1999 Orange County beach 
closures due to high bacteria levels along the Huntington 
Beach shoreline suggested that dry weather urban runoff 
flowing into the ocean from the surrounding watersheds 
may have caused or contributed to the bacterial 
contamination. As a result of these closures, OC San 
began to accept urban runoff into the sewer system, thus 
establishing the Urban Runoff Diversion Program. In June 
2002, Assembly Bill 1892 amended OC San’s charter 
to formally allow the diversion and management of dry 
weather urban runoff flows.

What are OC San’s latest steps? 
On June 28, 2013, the OC San Board of Director’s 
adopted Resolution No. 13-09 expanding the availability 

of dry weather urban runoff treatment from 4 million 
gallons a day (MGD) to 10 MGD. This latest policy 
opened the door to additional flows to help remediate 
other environmental problems, including the excessive 
loading of nitrogen and selenium in the upper and middle 
Newport Bay Watershed.

How much Urban Runoff has OC San 
treated? 
Since 1999, OC San has treated a total of 9.8 billion 
gallons of dry weather runoff. OC San expects to receive 
over 350 million gallons per year if current discharge 
trends remain unchanged.

Are Urban Runoff Diversions 
regulated?  
Yes, OC San’s Resource Protection Division administers 
the Dry Weather Urban Runoff Program through the 
issuance of a discharge permit for each of the diversion 
structures. The permit establishes discharge limits, 
constituent monitoring, and flow metering requirements, 
as well as provides guidelines that specifically prohibit 
storm runoff and authorizes discharge only during 
periods of dry weather. OC San also conducts quarterly 
sampling and analysis of the urban runoff discharges 
to ensure discharge limit compliance with the various 
regulated constituents.

F a c t s  a n d  K e y  S t a t i s t i c s

F a c t  S h e e t s



9

F a c t  S h e e t

OUTREACH
Biosolids

Biosolids compost enhances landscapes,  
improves soils, and saves water

Learning Objectives 
• SB 1383 buy-back options
• Benefits of biosolids compost
• Getting started 
 - Procurement
 - Use 
• Demonstrations & lessons learned
• Meet biosolids composters and their products

Target Audiences
• SB 1383 Compliance Managers
• Landscape Maintenance Managers

How to Procure and Use Biosolids Compost: 
An SB 1383 Compliance Option

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

Compost Toolbox and Webinar Video Available 
In Fall 2021, OC San hosted a Compost Procurement webinar for our member agencies to help them prepare for this 
upcoming regulation. The webinar explained what compost is and how it can be locally applied, introduced OC San’s 
compost manufacturers and their products, and answered any questions about biosolids compost.

OC San’s Compost Outreach website contains links to the video recording of the webinar and the biosolids compost 
toolbox. Visit www.ocsan.gov/compost. OC San has bulk compost onsite for our member agencies to sample, 
demonstrate, and evaluate before they order larger quantities direct from contractors. Instructions and contact 
information are contained within the e-form also available on the Compost Outreach website.

The Orange County Sanitation District (OC San) is a public agency that provides wastewater collection,  
treatment, and recycling services for approximately 2.6 million people in central and northwest Orange County.  

OC San has two plants that treat wastewater from residential, commercial and industrial sources. 

10844 Ellis Avenue, Fountain Valley, CA 92708-7018
Phone: 714.962.2411

Email: forinformation@ocsan.gov
Website: www.ocsan.gov

Social Media: @OCSanDistrict

OC San-PA-07/2021

Answers to questions about 
Biosolids

Orange County’s biosolids are safe, highly-regulated, and 
meet restrictive Federal, State and local standards for 
recycling this resource. OC San’s pretreatment program 
has reduced the average daily pounds of metals entering 
OC San’s system by 85 percent, resulting in a 99 percent 
reduction of metals discharged to the marine 
environment and maintaining low-metal content in  
our biosolids since 1976. 

Learn More 
Visit our website at www.ocsan.gov/biosolids for more 
information and to sign up for periodic biosolids program 
newsletters using the “Keep me Informed” button.  
OC San encourages public input on our biosolids 
program. Contact Deirdre Bingman at  
714.593.7459 or dbingman@ocsan.gov. 

Related Publications 
• Biosolids articles and newsletters:  
 www.ocsan.gov/biosolids 

• Annual Biosolids 503 Compliance Report:  
 www.ocsan.gov/503

• Biosolids Policy:  
 www.ocsan.gov/bios-policy 

• Biosolids Contractor Requirements document: 
 www.ocsan.gov/bcr

• Biosolids Video: 
 www.ocsan.gov/biosolidsgo1

)
Phoenix

13.9% Compost
Liberty Compost
76 tons/day, 21 trucks/week

21.3% Compost
Synagro -- Nursery Products
116 tons/day, 33 trucks/week10.1% Fail-safe Back-up

Compost
Synagro -- South Kern

55 tons/day, 15 trucks/week Fail-safe Back-up
Compost

Synagro -- AZ Soils

AZCA NV

OC San

Kern
County

San Bernardino County

La Paz
County

Orange
County

Riverside
County

San Diego
County Yuma

County

Los Angeles
County

^

31.4% Feed and Seed Crops
Tule Ranch -- AgTech
171 tons/day, 48 trucks/week

Fail-safe Back-up
Landfill

OCWR -- Prima Deshecha

5.0% Compost
IERCA -- Inland Empire
27 tons/day, 8 trucks/week

Orange County Sanitation District – Biosolids Management
Biosolids Allocations by Contractor Facility

Allocations Based on:

 
545 Tons per day
153 Trucks per week
Schedule Effective Sept. 2021

 

Revised: 7/29/2021

18.3% Pellets and Biochar
Start 9/1/2021
Anaergia -- Rialto Bioenergy Facility 
100 tons/day, 28 trucks/week
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OUTREACH
Construction

The Orange-Western 
Trunk Sewer Project 
is starting.

This project will make 
improvements to the regional  
sewer lines and manholes in the 
cities of Anaheim, Buena Park, 
and Cypress. 

CONSTRUCTION IS COMING!
ORANGE-WESTERN
TRUNK SEWER PROJECT

(See reverse for  
map and additional information)

S E W E R Construction Is Coming!
Los Alamitos 
Trunk Sewer Project

(See reverse for additional information)

The Los Alamitos Trunk Sewer 
Project is anticipated to start in the 
next couple of months.  

This project will make improvements 
to the regional sewer lines and 
manholes in the cities of Seal Beach 
and Los Alamitos. 

P o s t  C a r d
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N e w s l e t t e r

OUTREACH
Construction

Neighborhood Bulletin
  Published by the Orange County Sanitation District  Fall 2021

Project Information
The Orange County Sanitation 
District (OC San) Westminster 
Blvd. Sewer Project replaces and 
reconstructs the existing regional 
sewer force main system, along 
Westminster Blvd. starting at Seal 
Beach Blvd. and ending at Rancho 
Rd. in the cities of Seal Beach and 
Westminster. 

Most of the sewer collection 
system relies on gravity, much like 
the gutters in front of our homes. 
Force mains are pressurized sewer 
pipelines. The OC San force main 
system along Westminster Blvd. 
consists of two parallel pipelines. 

The OC San Seal Beach Pump Station, located at the corner of Westminster Blvd. and Seal Beach Blvd., pumps wastewater 
through the Westminster Blvd. sewer force main system. An average of 8 million gallons a day (mgd) of wastewater makes 
its way through the Seal Beach Pump Station. After wastewater flows through the force main system, it then continues 
through gravity sewer pipes to OC San’s Plant No. 1 in Fountain Valley for treatment and recycling. 

8 mgd could fill over 12 Olympic sized pools

When construction is completed late 2022, there will be two new 36-inch (3-foot) diameter sewer pipelines along a 
three mile stretch of Westminster Blvd. Since there are two pipelines, that is six miles of pipelines expected to last the 
next 40-50 years!
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C o m m u n i t y  B l o g  A d

OUTREACH
Construction

S E W E R Construction Is Coming!
Los Alamitos Trunk Sewer Project

The Los Alamitos Trunk Sewer Project is 
anticipated to start in the next couple of months.  

This project will make improvements to the 
regional sewer lines and manholes in the cities of 
Seal Beach and Los Alamitos. 

Stay informed of the latest construction news by signing up for 
text alerts and email notifications. 

To sign up for text alerts use your smartphone 
to scan or snap a picture of this QR code or text 
“Los Alamitos” to 74121. 

For email alerts sign up at www.ocsan.gov/LosAlamitos 
For questions contact the Construction Hotline at 714.378.2965 or at 
ConstructionHotline@ocsan.gov.

Connect with us @OCSanDistrict
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M i c r o s o f t  W o r d  Te m p l a t e

OUTREACH
Construction

QUESTIONS: Contact OC San's Construction Hotline at 
714.378.2965 or via email at ConstructionHotline@ocsan.gov 
and online www.ocsan.gov/Cypress 

Cypress Trunk
SEWER

PROJECT

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

S E W E R
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Pile Driving Construction Activity: 
Mid-June to September 2022

What to Expect: 
Intermittent construction activity noise may be noticeable.

PLANT NO. 2 CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

Primary Clarifiers 
Replacement Project
This project will replace four existing  
Primary Clarifiers, large settling tanks 
essential for the primary treatment of 
wastewater. Once fully constructed, the 
existing clarifiers will be demolished.   

Upcoming work includes pile driving 
for shoring installation. Increased 
construction activity noise may be 
noticeable. 

More information about this project and 
other projects at OC San’s Plant No. 2  
in Huntington Beach can be found by 
visiting www.ocsan.gov/HB or 
scanning the QR code.  

We understand that 
construction can be an 
inconvenience and thank you 
for your patience.

Orange County  
Sanitation District
10844 Ellis Ave
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

Call: Construction Hotline 
714.378.2965
Email:  
ConstructionHotline@ocsan.gov
Visit: www.ocsan.gov

OUTREACH
Construction

P l a n t  N o .  2  P o s t  C a r d
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OUTREACH
Construction

H e a d q u a r t e r s  P o s t  C a r d
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OUTREACH
Communication

OCSanConnection

Fall 2021

published by the orange county sanitation district

This Orange County Sanitation 
District (OC San) publication has 
been created to share information 
and articles of interest to learn 
more about us. As our customers, 
we want you to know what we do, 
why we do it, and how we do it.

We are in your  
neighborhood

Who is OC San?
OC San is a resource recovery facility responsible for safely 
collecting, treating, recycling, and disposing of wastewater 
generated by 2.6 million people in central and northern 
Orange County. That includes 20 cities, 4 special districts, and 
unincorporated areas of the County of Orange. OC San has two 
treatment plants, one in Fountain Valley and one in Huntington 
Beach, 15 offsite pump stations, and 388 miles of regional sewers 
that must be maintained and operated on a daily basis. As water 
leaves your home through your bathroom, kitchen sink, laundry, 
etc. it makes its way to the local sewer lines which eventually 
reach our regional lines that then carries the sewage to our 
wastewater plants for treatment and recycling. Being a resource 
recovery facility means that after we treat the sewage, we convert 
it into useful products, principally water, energy, and agricultural 
fertilizer.

Sewer pipelines

Plant No. 1 (P1)
Plant No. 2 (P2)

Pump Stations

Unincorporated 
Orange County
(white areas)

LEGEND

OCOC San
Service AreaArea

(area enlarged)(area enlarged)

Orange
County

IRVINE

ANAHEIM

ORANGE

SANTA
ANA

FULLERTON

BREA

TUSTIN

YORBA
LINDA

HUNTINGTON
BEACH

COSTA
MESA

GARDEN
GROVE

SEAL
BEACH

BUENA
PARK

NEWPORT
BEACH

LA
HABRA

WESTMINSTER

CYPRESS

PLACENTIA

FOUNTAIN
VALLEY

STANTON
LOS

ALAMITOS

VILLA
PARK

LA
PALMA

 
 

Pacific
Ocean

P1

P2

community newsletter

Our Service Area

More Water 
for More People
The Groundwater 
Replenishment System (GWRS) 
is a collaboration between  
OC San and the Orange 
County Water District (OCWD). 
It is the world’s largest water 
purification system for indirect 
potable reuse. The system takes 
highly treated wastewater from 
OC San and purifies it using a 
three-step advanced treatment 
process. The result: high quality 
water that meets or exceeds all 
state and federal drinking water 
standards. Several projects 
are actively in construction on 
the final expansion of GWRS 
by both OC San and OCWD to 
produce enough water for one 
million people in Orange County. 
To learn more, OCWD provided 
a construction update video that 
can be viewed at www.ocsan.
gov/GWRS.

N e w s l e t t e r  P l a n t  N o .  1



17

OUTREACH
Communication

N e w s l e t t e r  f o r  P l a n t  N o .  2

the
neighborhood
connection

Summer 2021

published by the orange county sanitation district

This Orange County Sanitation 
District (OC San) publication 
is to keep you, our neighbors, 
informed of our activities. 
This newsletter is  published 
quarterly and includes 
construction updates, sewer 
tips, and items of interest. 
Future newsletters will be 
electronic. See the backside to 
sign up to continue receiving this 
newsletter.

We are in your  
neighborhood

Once again, Orange County beaches got the highest marks from the 
recently released Heal the Bay 2020-2021 report card.  

As we’ve mentioned before, OC San collects, treats, recycles, and 
disposes of wastewater for central and northwest Orange County. 
Treated wastewater that is not sent to the Groundwater Replenishment 
System for reuse is released over five miles out into the Pacific Ocean 
at a depth of two hundred feet below the surface of the water. 

OC San has an extensive ocean monitoring program that monitors the 
water and marine life around our outfall pipe and our coastline to make 
sure it’s safe. 

OC San scientists and staff conduct nearly 100,000 analysis a year 
to make sure that the ocean is safe for swimming, fish are safe to eat, 
and that animal populations are healthy. Weekly surf-zone samples are 
collected at 38 stations along 21 miles of shoreline including Newport 
Beach and Huntington Beach to assess water quality. These samples 
are analyzed for indicator bacteria that the Orange County Health Care 
Agency uses to determine the presence of harmful pathogens and the 
safety of beach recreation. 

According to the Heal the Bay Beach Report Card, several Orange 
County beaches made the Honor Roll meaning that they are some of 
the best in California! Over 500 beaches along the 840 miles of coast 
were surveyed. To learn more visit www.ocsan.gov.

Enjoy the Beaches… 
they are the best around! Enjoy the Beaches… Enjoy the Beaches… 
they are the best around! 
they are the best around! 

the neighborhood connection/summer 2021 | published by the orange county sanitation district

Follow us on social 
media @OCSanDistrict 

10844 Ellis Avenue
Fountain Valley, California 92708

Sign up for our electronic newsletters

What’s over the fence?
Take a virtual tour of our facilities from the comfort of your own home. Visit www.ocsan.gov/tours 
to learn more. 

For general information, 
email forinformation@
ocsan.gov.

For OC San construction 
projects, reach your 
community liaisons at 
ConstructionHotline@
ocsan.gov or call 
714.378.2965. 

More at 
www.ocsan.gov/FV.

Need to get a 
hold of us? 

Sign up to receive e-newsletters about OC San and stay 
informed about construction projects and plant activities.

Signing up is easy and you have options:

Scan the QR code

Call 714.378.2965

Email ConstructionHotline@ocsan.gov
Use Option 2 or 3 to let us know if you prefer to continue  
receiving a printed copy mailed to you.

Don’t Forget future newsletters will be published electronically and will no 
longer be mailed.

1

2

3



18

OUTREACH
Communication

P o s t  C a r d

OC San would like to reach out to wish you Happy Holidays and extend a 
courtesy reminder for homeowners to inspect their septic system to make 
sure it is prepared for this holiday season.

Did you know that approximately 50 percent of septic servicing is done in 
response to an emergency failure, like a blockage or drainage issue?
Be proactive and have a professional conduct an inspection on your septic tank before it 
becomes a problem. A failed septic system is the last thing anyone wants to deal with as they  
are preparing that special meal with family and friends. 

OC San’s advice, know your septic tank!
Every home’s septic system is unique and there is no one-size fits all approach. Maintenance, 
such as routine inspection and pumping of your septic tank, depends on the tank size, number 
of residents, and other factors like household products used. OC San recommends homeowners 
schedule annual septic tank inspections to ensure their system is operating properly. 

Did you know that your hauled septic waste can be taken to OC San for treatment to protect 
the environment and public health? Also, by properly managing your septic system, you are 
protecting your home’s value while reducing the potential for costly emergency servicing, 
plumbing repairs, or replacing a damaged system. 

This Holiday Season... Do Your Part This Holiday Season... Do Your Part 
and Be Septic Smartand Be Septic Smart
This Holiday Season... Do Your Part This Holiday Season... Do Your Part 
and Be Septic Smartand Be Septic Smart

Have a joyous holiday season and remember to be septic smart!Have a joyous holiday season and remember to be septic smart!

Follow us on social media @OCSanDistrict 

10844 Ellis Avenue
Fountain Valley, California 92708

Phone: 714.962.2411
Website: www.ocsan.gov

11/2021

BE PROACTIVE BE PROACTIVE 
Have a professional conduct an 
inspection on your septic tank 
before it becomes a problem.

OC San collects and treats more than 180 million gallons 
of wastewater a day from 2.6 million people in central and 
northern Orange County. By helping keep your septic 
tanks clean you are helping us protect the environment!

For more information visit:
www.epa.gov/septic
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E m p l o y m e n t  R e c r u i t m e n t  
B r o c h u r e

OUTREACH
Employment

O r a n g e  C o u n t y  S a n i t a t i o n  D i s t r i c t

ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION

MANAGER
(SOURCE CONTROL)

Recruitment Announcement
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E m p l o y m e n t  R e c r u i t m e n t  B r o c h u r e

OUTREACH
Employment

O r a n g e  C o u n t y  S a n i t a t i o n  D i s t r i c t

DIRECTOR OF 
OPERATIONS & 
MAINTENANCE

Recruitment Announcement
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E m p l o y m e n t  R e c r u i t m e n t  B r o c h u r e

O r a n g e  C o u n t y  S a n i t a t i o n  D i s t r i c t

ENGINEERING 
MANAGER 
PLANNING

Recruitment Announcement

OUTREACH
Employment
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OUTREACH
Social Media/Videos
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OUTREACH
Social Media/Videos
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INTERNAL
PROJECTS
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M o n t h l y  B u l l e t i n

Please be sure to obtain supervisor approval for all events and presentations during work hours.

AUGUST 2021

OC San Mandatory Training
This month, Workplace Bullying and Violence 
training is scheduled. This is a mandatory 
training for all OC San employees and will 
help employees learn how to recognize 
and respond to potential situations of 
bullying and violence in the workplace. The 
training has been assigned to you in Cornerstone 
and must be completed by August 23. This training 
is on-demand and can be taken at any time. If you 
experience difficulties accessing the training, please 
contact Baylee Bontems x7150.

Back to School 
and Proper 
Backpacks
For many people, backpacks and book 
bags are the key when carrying books, 
supplies or just some basic necessities. Whether 
you’re buying them for your children for school or 
yourself, it’s important to think about these tips 
when selecting the right one: 
1. The correct size: Never wider or longer than 

the torso and never hanging more than four 
inches below the waist. 

2. Padded back and shoulder straps: Using one 
strap shifts the weight to one side and causes 
muscle pain and posture problems. 

3. Multiple compartments: Help distribute the 
weight evenly.

August Is Water 
Quality Month
National Water Quality Month reminds us that 
it takes much more than just turning on the tap 
to guarantee clean, potable water. Nationally, the 
average person uses approximately 80 gallons of 
water or more per day which includes the use of 
bathing, cleaning, household waste, and drinking 
water. 
Thankfully, through an innovate partnership with the 
Orange County Water District, the Groundwater 
Replenishment System Final Expansion project 
will increase treatment capacity from 100 to 130 
million gallons per day; enough water for one million 
people! The project will be complete in 2023.

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

digesterdigesterthethe

Breaking Ground and Groundbreaking
In honor of the start of construction OC San will 
be hosting virtual activities later this month. Keep 
and eye out on The San Box for more details 
regarding dates, activities and event registrations.

Protect Yourself
Against Scam Calls
Similar to phishing, vishing is a method 
of attack delivered by phone as a means 
to gain access or information from an 
unknown target. The following are tips to protect 
yourself when you receive unexpected calls:
1. Verify unexpected phone requests by using an 

official directory or make a call to the company's 
headquarters and ask to speak with the caller.

2. Be extremely suspicious of any caller asking for 
login information via phone. Secure companies do 
not need such information to access your account.

3. Refuse to provide account data or personally 
identifiable information.

4. Refuse any unexpected request to change your 
login, password, or network settings.

Remember phishing isn't the only attack scammers 
use. Stay vigilant and cyber aware!

E m p l o y e e  B i - M o n t h l y
N e w s l e t t e r

�������������������������������

����������������������

YOUR SOURCE FOR OC SAN NEWS AND INFORMATION

JULY 
AUGUST
2021

Inside this issue...
Here We Go 2
Sharing the Knowledge 4
Construction Corner 5
Summer Memories 6
Finances in Check 8
Video Contest Winners 9
Orange County Beaches 9
OC San's New Wheels 10
Hoot and Holler 11
New Faces 12

INTERNAL PROJECTS
Employee Communications



27

E m p l o y e e  E v e n t  -  V I P  L u n c h e o n

We bid farewell to the following employees who 

have recently retired or are going to retire

in the month of March.

Tony Acayan
5 years of service

Pinky Burke
20 years of service

Keith Criscuolo
19 years of service

Dustin Le
32 years of service

Canh Nguyen
30 years of service

Eddie Baker
16 years of service

Gail Cain
30 years of service

Dean Fisher
30 years of service

Debbie Marchegiano
26 years of service

Trung Nguyen
33 years of service

Mike Barrett
33 years of service

Jie Chang
29 years of service

Tyler Hoang
30 years of service

Luis Marta
32 years of service

Madan Patel
20 years of service

John Bellitti
14 years of service

Greg Chesbro
30 years of service

Shamshad Hyder
31 years of service

Todd May
30 years of service

Sejal Patel
29 years of service

Brian Bingman
24 years of service

George Crawford
20 years of service

Michael Kobzoff
10 years of service

Kenny Nicks
13 years of service

MarcoPolo Velasco
28 years of service

INTERNAL PROJECTS
Employee Communications

S o c i a l  M e d i a  P o s t

Dear Brian,
 
We would like to express our sincerest appreciation for your service and 
dedication to OC San. Our agency would not be what it is today without your 
contributions. You should take great pride in your role in protecting the public’s 
health and the environment over the past 24 years.
 
Although we cannot get together to thank you in person, we wanted to make sure 
to let you know how much you are appreciated and to congratulate you on your 
retirement.  
 
We wish you the best of luck and good health in all your future endeavors!
 
Sincerely,
 

 
 _________________________ _________________________

John Withers
Board Chairman

 James D. Herberg 
General Manager

T h a n k  Yo u  C a r d
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OC San Salutes Our Veterans
Past and Present

*THESE REPRESENT THOSE WHO SUBMITTED PHOTOS TO PARTICIPATE.

Jennifer Alexander — U.S. Navy, Construction Mechanic 1984-1992    Bob Bell — U.S. Navy, Electricians Mate, Petty Officer 2nd Class, 1975-1982    John Bellitti — U.S. Navy, Boiler Tech. 3rd Class, 1977-1981
Jason Biedermann — U.S. Marine Corp, Corporal-Infantry Squad Leader, 1993-1997    James Brown — U.S. Marine Corps, Lance Corporal Brown, 1992–1996    Jesse Freeman — Army National Guard, Sergeant E-5, 1999-2007

Bill Gilbert — U.S. Army, Specialist 4th Class, 1984-1990    Jed Gonzales — U.S. Army, Chief Warrant Officer 3, 1990-1995 and Marine Engineer, 1996-2010
Victor Gonzalez — U.S. Navy, Aviation Boatswain Mate Equipment, 2nd Class, 1999-2005    Derek Harp — CA Army National Guard, Captain, 1999-Current    Donald Hawthorne — U.S. Navy, 1st Class Engineman, 1984-1992

Roger Kenerson — U.S. Navy, Aviation Technician 2nd Class, 1970-1977 (No photo available)  Ludwig Lapus — U.S. Navy, Petty Officer 2nd Class, 1997-2003    Tony Leak — U.S. Army, Sergeant, 1972-1976
Steve Lavelle — U.S. Marine Corp, Lieutenant Colonel, 1994-2015    Adam McMurdy — U.S. Army, Rank Specialist, 2000-2004    Michael Morey — U.S. Army, Engineer, 1984-1992

Tracey Murphy — U.S. Navy, Engine, 2nd Class 1985-1990    Paul Nguyen — U.S. Air Force, Sergeant, 1985-1992    Brian Reed — U.S. Navy, Aviation Structural and Hydraulics Specialist, 1983-1990
Larry Roberson — U.S. Air Force, Sergeant, 1991-1999    Henry Rosas — U.S. Navy, Machinist Mate 2nd Class Petty Officer, 1980-1987  

Kevin Schuler — U.S. Marine Corps, Sergeant, 1987-1993    Enrique Zapien — U.S. Marine Corps Corporal, 2000-2004

 OC San Retirees 
Dan Dillon — U.S. Marine Corp, Sergeant, 1968-1971    Steve Howard — U.S. Marine Corps, Sergeant, 1983-1987

Patrick McNelly — U.S. Army, Specialist 5, 1968-1971    Mark Mutz — U.S. Army, Sergeant, 1982-1986 
Gary Prater — U.S. Army, Sergeant E-5, 1973-1977    Jim Tintle — U.S. Navy, Petty Officer 1st Class, 1979-1987

Dave Usher — U.S. Marine Corp,1982-1986

 OC San Retirees 
Dan Dillon — U.S. Marine Corp, Sergeant, 1968-1971    Steve Howard — U.S. Marine Corps, Sergeant, 1983-1987

Patrick McNelly — U.S. Army, Specialist 5, 1968-1971    Mark Mutz — U.S. Army, Sergeant, 1982-1986 
Gary Prater — U.S. Army, Sergeant E-5, 1973-1977    Jim Tintle — U.S. Navy, Petty Officer 1st Class, 1979-1987

Dave Usher — U.S. Marine Corp,1982-1986

 Dan Dillon Steve Howard Patrick McNelly Mark Mutz Gary Prater Jim Tintle Dave Usher

 Jennifer Alexander Bob Bell John Bellitti Jason Biedermann James Brown Jesse Freeman Bill Gilbert Jed Gonzales

 Victor Gonzalez Derek Harp Donald Hawthorne Ludwig Lapus Tony Leak Steve Lavelle Adam McMurdy Michael Morey

 Tracey Murphy Paul Nguyen Brian Reed Larry Roberson Henry Rosas Kevin Schuler Enrique Zapien

P o s t e r  f o r  E m p l o y e e s

BENEFITS

ENROLLMENT
October 1-15

B a n n e r
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O C  S a n  P i n  C a r d

Core Values

Integrity, 
Inclusion, 
Honesty, and 
Respect
We aspire to the 
highest degree of 
integrity, inclusion, 
honesty, and 
respect in our 
interaction with 
each other, our 
suppliers, our 
customers, and 
our community. 
We strive to 
demonstrate 
these values 
in our actions, 
commitments, and 
service.

Leadership, 
Teamwork, and 
Problem Solving
We lead by 
example, 
acknowledging 
the value of our 
resources and 
using them wisely 
to achieve our 
mission. We strive 
to reach OC San 

goals through 
cooperative efforts 
and collaboration 
with each other and 
our constituencies. 
We work to solve 
problems in a 
creative, cost-
effective, and safe 
manner, and we 
acknowledge team 
and individual 
efforts.  

Customer 
Service, 
Transparency, 
and 
Accountability
We are committed 
to acting in a 
timely, accurate, 
accessible, and 
transparent 
manner through 
excellent customer 
service. We are 
committed to act 
in the best interest 
of our internal 
and external 
stakeholders.

Resiliency, 
Innovation, and 
Learning
We continuously 
develop ourselves, 
enhancing our 
talents, skills, 
and abilities. We 
recognize that 
only through 
personal growth 
and development 
will we progress as 
an agency and as 
individuals.

Safety
We are committed 
to providing 
a safe work 
environment. We 
will demonstrate 
leadership, 
promote individual 
accountability, and 
participate actively 
in the advancement 
of our health and 
safety practices.

The Core Values support our Mission and Vision statements by expressing 
the values, beliefs, and philosophy that guides our daily actions.



30

S t a f f  A p p r e c i a t i o n

INTERNAL PROJECTS
Holiday Celebration

John Withers
Board Chairman

James D. Herberg
General Manager

As the year winds to a close, we would like to take a moment 
to express how grateful we are for the team we have here at 
OC San. Your dedication and commitment to our mission to 
protecting public health and the environment is appreciated.

We hope you have a wonderful holiday season with family and 
friends and take time to enjoy what life is truly about. We look 
forward to seeing you in 2022.

E m p l o y e e  H o l i d a y  C a r d
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C e r t i f i c a t e

I am
Resilient
Cortney Light  

In recognition of your commitment to  
community outreach and  

education by participating in the

Volunteer Incentive Program 
July 2020 - June 2021

____________________________________
James D. Herberg, General Manager

INTERNAL PROJECTS
Employee Event - VIP Virtual Ceremony
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F l y e r

INTERNAL PROJECTS
Risk Management

Quarterly Safety and Health Metrics

Safety Program Update: Cal OSHA requires annual review of safety programs, which is generally 
conducted by Risk Management staff, and any changes to the associated standard operating procedures 
(SOPs) are approved by the General Manager. This year, Health Science Associates (Consultant) was 
hired to conduct a comprehensive review of 31 safety SOPs, as well as 10 safety forms for compliance 
with applicable Cal OSHA regulations and safety orders. The Consultant recommended approximately 600 
changes, mostly language and grammatical changes, and no major gaps identified. The updates will not 
result in any additional training to staff. All employees will be assigned a Cornerstone task in the next few 
weeks to review the changes and acknowledge the SOP change log.

Plant 
No. 1

Plant 
No. 2

Agency 
Wide

Industry
Average

Total Recordable 
Incident Rate 
(TRIR)

1.62 2.33 1.78 3.30

Days Away, 
Restricted, or 
Transfer (DART)

1.16 1.55 1.25 2.20

Days Since Last 
Recordable 
(TRIR) Case

42 14

Days Since Last 
DART Case 42 14

Hours Worked 865,562 257,665 1,123,227

Monthly YTD

Safety Permits Issued 76 905
Industrial Hygiene Samples 
Collected 7 165

Safety Training Completed 100.0%
Ergonomic Self Assessments 
Completed 100.0%

Safety/Ergonomic Requests 4 37
Ergonomic Evaluations/Audits 8 19
Emergency Exercises/Drills 0 1
Inspections (Plant, Office, Lab, 
Waste) 19 192

Third-Party Audits and Inspections 0 3
Contractor Incidents Reports 10 143

First Quarter
2022

 QUARTERLY YTD

MAJOR ACCIDENTS 0 2
MINOR ACCIDENTS 0 9
NEAR MISSES 2 64
OBSERVATIONS 23 205

1/19/22
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B o a r d  M e m b e r  B o o k

INTERNAL PROJECTS
Board Member Outreach 

Prepared by Board Services

GUIDE TO
BUSINESS

Board of Directors’
ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

Board of Directors’
2022
GUIDE TO BUSINESS

  

May 2022 

New Board Chairman Selected  
Chad Wanke from the City of Placentia has been selected as the OC San Board Chair for fiscal year 2022-2023. He will 
complete his term as Vice-Chair on June 30 and commence his new role on July 1. Wanke has been part of the OC 
San Board since 2014 and been a member of the Operations, Administration, Legislative and Public Affairs, and 
Steering Committees. The new Vice-Chair will be selected at the June  Board Meeting and will take effect on July 1.  

General Manager Presents Proposed Work Plan for Fiscal Year 2022-2023  
General Manager Jim Herberg presented his proposed work plan for the upcoming fiscal year. The plan includes 17 
goals that help support the recently adopted Strategic Plan. The goals range from completing a rate study, an urban 
runoff optimization study, collaborating with the member agencies on inflow and infiltration issues, to creating an 
industrial users award program. The final plan will be presented to the Board for adoption next month for 
implementation July 1.   

OC San Sewer Construction  
Anaheim/Buena Park/Cypress  
The Orange-Western Trunk Sewer Project continues with line cleaning and chemical grouting at night during low 
flow. Over the next couple of weeks, day work will begin for pipeline and manhole replacement along Western 
Avenue at Lincoln Avenue and Orange Avenue. These activities will be ongoing through summer. Prior to the pipe 
work, potholing will occur to check for utilities.  

Los Alamitos/Seal Beach  
The Los Alamitos Trunk Sewer Project continues with line cleaning on southbound Los Alamitos Blvd. With schools 
out for summer soon, construction will begin on Oak Street to replace several manholes. In preparation for that, 
potholing to check for utilities will occur over the next few weeks.  

Westminster/Seal Beach  
Progress continues on the Westminster Blvd. Sewer Project. Night work in the intersection of Westminster 
Boulevard and Bolsa Chica Road in the City of Westminster is about 75 percent complete and will continue for 
another 3 to4 weeks.  This work is being done at night to minimize traffic impacts through the busy intersection. Slip-
lining over 3,000 feet of new 36-inch diameter pipeline is expected to be completed this month, with the 
construction of all other associated efforts and vaults to follow.    

Fountain Valley  
Structural steel has begun to go up for the new Headquarters building across the street from Plant No. 1. The mass 
timber is in transit from Ontario, Canada and will arrive on site in June. In addition to the construction, the project 
team is working on procurements for the fixtures, furniture, and equipment; and A/V. The team is also in the 
preliminary stages of developing a move-in plan for staff to transition into the new building.   

Question can be directed to the OC San Construction Hotline at 714.378.2965 or via email at 
ConstructionHotline@ocsan.gov.   

 

 

 
 

B o a r d  M e m b e r  Ta l k i n g  P o i n t s
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BRANDING
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BRANDING
Corporate Identity

O C  S a n  P o l o  S h i r t

L a p e l  P i n
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BRANDING
Corporate Identity

P o d i u m  L o g o
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BRANDING
Corporate Identity

C o r e  Va l u e s  P o s t e r s  i n  B o a r d  R o o m
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BRANDING
Corporate Identity

P l a n t  N o .  2  O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r  L o b b y

P l a n t  N o .  1  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  L o b b y
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BRANDING
Corporate Identity

P l a n t  N o .  1  S e c u r i t y  B o o t h  S i g n a g e

P l a n t  N o .  1  W e l c o m e  S i g n a g e
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BRANDING
Signage

L i g h t  P o l e  B a n n e r s
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W e b s i t e  H o m e  P a g e

BRANDING
Signage

H e a d q u a r t e r s  C o n s t r u c t i o n  F e n c e  G r a p h i c s
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BRANDING
Employee Communication

M i s s i o n ,  V i s i o n  a n d  C o r e  Va l u e s  P o s t e r s

Integrity, Inclusion, Honesty, and Respect 
We aspire to the highest degree of integrity, inclusion, honesty, and respect in our 
interaction with each other, our suppliers, our customers, and our community. We strive to 
demonstrate these values in our actions, commitments, and service. 

Leadership, Teamwork, and Problem Solving 
We lead by example, acknowledging the value of our resources and using them wisely 
to achieve our mission. We strive to reach OC San goals through cooperative efforts and 
collaboration with each other and our constituencies. We work to solve problems in a 
creative, cost-effective, and safe manner, and we acknowledge team and individual efforts.  

Customer Service, Transparency, and Accountability 
We are committed to acting in a timely, accurate, accessible, and transparent manner 
through excellent customer service. We are committed to act in the best interest of our 
internal and external stakeholders.

Resiliency, Innovation, and Learning 
We continuously develop ourselves, enhancing our talents, skills, and abilities. We 
recognize that only through personal growth and development will we progress as an 
agency and as individuals.

Safety 
We are committed to providing a safe work environment. We will demonstrate leadership, 
promote individual accountability, and participate actively in the advancement of our health 
and safety practices.

• Providing reliable, responsive and affordable 
services in line with customer needs and 
expectations.

• Protecting public health and the environment  
utilizing all practical and effective means for 
wastewater, energy, and solids resource 
recovery.

• Continually seeking efficiencies to ensure that 
the public’s money is wisely spent.

• Communicating our mission and strategies 
with those we serve and all other 
stakeholders.

• Partnering with others to benefit our 
customers, this region, and our industry.

• Creating the best possible workforce in terms 
of safety, productivity, customer service, and 
training.

VISION

CORE VALUES

“To protect public health 
and the environment 
by providing effective 
wastewater collection, 

treatment, and recycling.”

MISSION

Orange County Sanitation District, 2022
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REPORTS
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A n n u a l  R e p o r t  D e s i g n

REPORTS

Transparent
Resilient
Reliable

ANNUAL REPORT
2020/2021

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU
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B i o s o l i d s  R e p o r t  C o v e r  D e s i g n

REPORTS

BIOSOLIDS MANAGEMENT
COMPLIANCE REPORT

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

EPA 40 CFR Part 503
Year 2021
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B u d g e t  U p d a t e  D e s i g n 

REPORTS

Orange County Sanitation District, California

Proposed
BUDGET
Fiscal Years
2022-23 and 2023-24
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C I P  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  D e s i g n

REPORTS

We Can Do So Much

Capital Improvement Program
ANNUAL REPORT

F i s c a l  Y e a r  2 0 2 0 / 2 1

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT
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F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t  C o v e r  D e s i g n

REPORTS

Orange County Sanitation District

Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report
for the year ended June 30, 2021

Orange County, California
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F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t  C o v e r  D e s i g n

REPORTS

Orange County, California

Orange County, California

Orange County Sanitation District

First Quarter  
Financial Report
for the period ended September 30, 2021
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F i n a n c i a l  R e p o r t  C o v e r  D e s i g n

REPORTS

Orange County, California

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

Mid-Year  
Financial 
Report
for the period ended  
December 31, 2021
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A s s e t  M a n a g e m e n t  P l a n  C o v e r  D e s i g n

REPORTS

2021 Asset Management Plan
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R e s o u r c e  P r o t e c t i o n  
A n n u a l  R e p o r t  C o v e r  D e s i g n

REPORTS

RESOURCE PROTECTION DIVISION
Annual Report
P R E T R E A T M E N T  P R O G R A M

2020-21
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S t r a t e g i c  P l a n  C o v e r  D e s i g n

REPORTS

Strategic Plan — 2021  |  1

Strategic
Plan

ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT

PROPOSED

’21
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O c e a n  D i s c h a r g e  P e r m i t  C o v e r  D e s i g n

REPORTS

2021 NPDES
Ocean Discharge Permit 
Monitoring and 
Reporting Program
Order No. R8-2021-0010
NPDES  No. CA0110604
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D i s t r i c t  Tr a n s p a r e n c y  C o v e r  D e s i g n

District Transparency
CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE APPLICATION
OCTOBER 2022

Orange County Sanitation District

REPORTS
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LEGISLATIVE
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LEGISLATIVE
Funding Request Flyer

C o m m u n i t y  F u n d i n g  R e q u e s t s 
( F e d e r a l )

OC San Construction Projects

www.ocsan.gov
Twitter: @OCSanDistrict
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OCSanDistrict
Phone: 714.962.2411

10844 Ellis Ave., Fountain Valley, CA 9270801/2022

SUPERCRITICAL WATER 
OXIDATION RESEARCH PROJECT
As a leader in protecting the public health and environment, OC San is continuously looking to 
innovate its treatment methods. This includes new treatment methods that address constituents 
of emerging concern such as PFAS. As part of this effort, OC San is partnering with 374Water 
Systems Inc. (374Water) in a new technology that treats biosolids, a byproduct of the 
wastewater treatment process. 

• Every day, OC San collects and processes more than 180 million gallons of wastewater 
resulting in concentrated solids called sludge and scum that can be turned into methane-rich 
renewable gas and biosolids that provide multiple beneficial uses. 

• In an effort to address contamination and treatment concerns of PFAS in wastewater, OC 
San will partner with 374Water to build a six-ton-per-day demonstration project called 
AirSCWO Nix6. 

• This process uses  water at a high temperature and pressure to oxidize complex compound 
materials into more basic and benign compounds. 

• Once built, AirSCWO Nix6 can provide opportunities to solve other challenges facing  
OC San, including: 

  Costs of solids processing
  Air emission requirements for methane and power generation equipment
  Treatment of emerging contaminants such as PFAS compounds
  Treatment of microplastics
  Food waste utilization
  Efficient use of OC San’s treatment plant properties and
  Enhance solids recovery

• OC San’s project cost is estimated at $6,890,000. 

• Project Construction will take place from August 2022 – September 2022. 
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C o m m u n i t y  F u n d i n g  R e q u e s t s 
( F e d e r a l )

OC San Construction Projects

Maintaining System Reliability 
Through Rehabilitation
The project will build a new Headworks facilities in order to rehabilitate and replace aging 
infrastructure at OC San’s Plant No. 1 in Fountain Valley. The goal of this project is to 
strengthen the reliability of the infrastructure, increase the lifespan of critical assets and 
improve plant-wide operations and services. 

 Headworks is part of the Preliminary Process, removing organics, sanitary products and 
other large materials before wastewater can be treated for reuse.

 This project will increase efficiency, reduce possible odors and enhance reliability enabling 
OC San to continue with efficient wastewater treatment.

 Improves electrical reliability providing for fewer power disruptions, increased safety and 
reduces the possibility of loss of service.

 Project construction: summer 2021 - winter 2028.

 Project requires an investment of $222.3 million 
for construction.

www.ocsan.gov
Twitter: @OCSanDistrict
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OCSanDistrict
Phone: 714.962.2411

10844 Ellis Ave., Fountain Valley, CA 9270803/2021

LEGISLATIVE
Funding Request Flyer
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C o m m u n i t y  F u n d i n g  R e q u e s t s 
( F e d e r a l )

OC San Construction Projects

Water Treatment Upgrades 
As part of our rehabilitation efforts, this project will replace four existing primary clarifiers. The 
new primary clarifiers will have flat covers instead of the dome shape and will allow for much 
needed improvements including enhanced odor control which reaffirms our commitment to our 
neighbors and relocation of clarifiers off of any known existing fault lines.

 The clarifiers are the first step in the Primary Treatment process where solids settle and then 
are removed as part of the wastewater process, removing 80 percent of solids in the water. 
From there, the water proceeds to the secondary stage of treatment. 

 Current clarifiers were constructed in the 1960s and have reached the end of its lifecycle. 

 Project construction will also include new sludge pump stations, odor control system, power 
building, and associated piping.

 Project construction: summer 2021 - winter 2026.

 Project requires an investment of $118 million for construction. 

www.ocsan.gov
Twitter: @OCSanDistrict
Facebook: www.facebook.com/OCSanDistrict
Phone: 714.962.2411

10844 Ellis Ave., Fountain Valley, CA 9270803/2021

LEGISLATIVE
Funding Request Flyer
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